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One of the Largest Autique Slot Machine Dealers in the United States 


| WILL PAY MORE FOR YOUR SLOTS: 
LET'S TALK! 


The Unique One 


¢ CELEBRATING MY 16TH YEAR 


¢ FULL TIME BUSINESS 
¢ NO REPRODUCTIONS - ORIGINALS ONLY 
¢ LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


www.antiqueslotmachines.com 


This past Chicagoland was one of the best shows we’ve had. 
According to the promoter, the gate and turnout was as good if not bet- 
ter than ever. Most of the dealers I had spoken to said that they were 
having a great show. The promoters even had donuts available for the 
dealers (if you were quick enough to get some). Hats off to the new 
owners and good luck with future shows. I am looking forward to 
even better productions in the future. Chicagoland is still the best 
place for a coin-op collector to satisfy their collecting needs. Whether 
a new or seasoned collector there always seems to be something of 
interest at Chicagoland. The visit to Jasper’s house was a major hit 
with the members. For the first time since I have been visiting his 
home, Jasper let everyone ride the completed carousel. There were 
nearly 250 club members and guests that turned out for this meeting. 
Everyone had a great time even with the few glitches we had with 
parking. I would like to thank all the members who participated and 
welcome the new members who joined that evening. Special thanks to 
Erick Johnson and Randy Razzoog for helping check our members in 
at the door. Our next meeting will be held at the Hilton Hotel across 
the street from the Pheasant Run on Friday, April 8th at 7pm. We will 
have a great guest speaker and I know you will all enjoy the program. 
At the meeting I hope to have completed the incorporation process for 
the club and approve our by-laws. We will have elections of new offi- 
cers at the November meeting. If you would like to nominate or run 
for office please let me know at walex6@msn.com. I would like to 
add a secretarial position to the officers to help support the other posi- 
tions of President, Vice-President and Accounting/Membership office. 

This issues’ cover story was the combined effort of Roger Smith, 
Randy Razzoog, Dave Cook, Ken Rubin and myself. Roger did a great 
job of providing the text of the story. I personally learned a lot and can 
finally connect the dots between vending machine and chewing gum 
collectors. Thanks to all who helped put this story together. 

We have a great line of clothing available to members that would 
like to sport the C.O.C.A. Logo. These are being provided by the 
Running Stitch (please see their ad in this packet). I personally like the 
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Message prom Our President - continued 


one that has the Logo and underneath says “I Buy 
Coin-Op Machines” - this lets all the dealers at that 
local antique show know exactly what you are 
looking for without saying anything. 

We are always looking for members who would 
like to share some of their thoughts or coin-op sto- 
ries with us. Starting with this issue any author that 
submits a qualifying article for publication in the 
C.0.C.A. Times will receive a $10.00 credit 
towards their annual membership. Reprints of old 
articles will not count. If you have something you 
would like to put down on paper please contact 
Paul Hindin at bedvibrSor@aol.com. He would be 
glad to help you put it together. 

Unfortunately we have had very little response 
to the request to submit machines for the 2005 cal- 
endar, as a result we will not be publishing one for 
2005. If you would like to have a calendar for 2006 


please submit photos of machines to Jack Freund at 
jJbgum@msn.com. If you have any questions, sug- 
gestions or submissions for the 2006 calendar I am 
sure Jack would love to help. 

Dan Davids is coordinating the California con- 
vention in July. Knowing Dan it will be a great get 
together with some of the premier collections in the 
country being made available for the first time to 
our members. If you have a group of collectors in 
your city and would like t @@agaeig OF Ok OF. % 
Convention please contact Ons r informa- 
tion and guidance. : ; 


Alex Warschaw 
President, C.O.C.A. 


Two-Bit Restorations 


Specializing in the total restoration of 
the Bally Reliance and Buckley Bones 
Dice Machines of the 1930's 


Jeff Frahm 


Prescott, Arizona 
(928) 717-8886 


twobit@cableone.net 


GUMBALLS GALORE 
BUY - SELL 


¢ ANTIQUE ADVERTISING 
¢ NEON CLOCKS & SIGNS 
¢ SODA FOUNTAIN COLLECTIBLES 


¢ CIGAR CUTTERS & LIGHTERS 
¢ COIN OPERATED MACHINES 
¢ GUM & PEANUT, SLOTS 


Randy & Sue Razzoog Grand Rapids, Mi 49504 
716 Fairfield N.W. (616) 453-8044 
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The Gumball King’s 
Decals and More 


www.gumballkingsdecals.com 


12503 Muir Drive 
Huntley, IL 60142 


Barbara Larks Tucker 
(773) 764-8460 


Buy — Sell — Trade — Rent — Repair 


JOHN T. JOHNSTON'S 
JUKEBOX CLASSICS & 


VINTAGE SLOT MACHINES, INC. 


Top Prices Paid For: 
Old Juke Boxes — Slot Machines 


6742 FIFTH AVE. 


BROOKLYN, NY 11220 (718) 833-8455 


Fax (718) 833-0560 


SUPPORT C.O.C.A. - SEND US YOUR ADS AND ARTICLES! 


Match Machine with Unusual Coin Entry 


by John Carini 


We haven’t been doing much travel lately, so we 
have to make the most of our weekends and local 
antique stops. Over Labor Day Weekend, we 
stopped at the South Beloit flea Market. This was 
the first time we attended this show. It opened at 
7:00 am, and we were there when it opened. I was 
a bit disappointed, because there was only about 35 
booths. It had rained the night before, so the 
grounds were wet, and it was cool and damp. There 
was new merchandise in a few booths, and some 
general antiques in the others. One booth had a 
1950’s Jennings slot machine, not working, market 
$850. A few had gas station collectibles, and some 
had vintage toy trucks. Overall, disappointing. 

Our next stop was the local antique shops. Since 
it was only 8:00 am, we stopped for breakfast at a 
restaurant right next door to one of our favorite 
malls, the roscoe antique mall. Luckily, the mall 
opened early that day. I really like this mall 
because each time I go through it always seems to 
have lots of new merchandise, especially nice 
advertising pieces. This time we picked up a match 
machine that I previously had my eye on. It was a 
1920’s Northwestern Match Vendor (see photo) in 
nice shape. I got it for $145. As I picked it up I 
heard my son calling me, running with a machine 
under his arm. He wasn’t sure what it was, so we 


set it down and looked it over. It’s an early match 
vendor in nice original condition. When I first 
looked at it, I thought the coin entry had been bro- 
ken off. Upon further inspecting, I could see the 
coin entry was at the top of the handle. The 
machine came with key, and was marked $135. (w 
got 10% off.) I had not seen one like this before, 
and when I returned home, couldn’t find one simi- 
lar in Silent Salesman. Does anyone have informa- 
tion on this machine? 

At a mall across the street, we found a Modern 
Vendor for $250. and an Advance Model D for 
$450. - both priced too high to purchase. We 
stopped at several other antique malls, but didn’t 
purchase anything. I really enjoy the shops in this 
area because not only do I consistently find nice 
general advertising, beer and liquor advertising, 
but occasionally a nice coin-op machine pops up. 


Antique [ots Denver, Colorado 


Kenna and | would like to thank all the good people we have met through the years. 
It’s hard to believe that it has been 25 years of doing the shows and having the fun 
stuff on the side. 25 Years of scrounging, buying, selling, restoring and of course doing 
the shows. However, the big man upstairs says it’s time to slow down and make room 
for the next generation of collectors. Once again.... THANK YOU....It’s Been Fun! 


Live Long and Prosper, JOHN & KENNA JOSEFFY 


NOTE: John passed away on Christmas Eve, December 24, 2004, 
Our sincere sympathy goes out to his family. 


EBAY and the Slot Machine 


by Don Creekmore 


How many times have you gone to eBay hoping 
to find a completed or current auction for a partic- 
ular slot machine? While searching you could 
swear you looked at an auction for that same model 
just a few weeks ago, but it is gone, lost in the 
oblivion of internet commerce. The reason results 
cannot be found is that eBay only archives auction 
listings for 30 days. Once that time is up, the infor- 
mation is no longer available to the public. 

For collectibles like baseball cards or comics, 
this is no big deal. There are so many examples of 
the very same thing that there is constantly an auc- 
tion running or closed out within 30 days of each 
other. With antique slot machines, this is not the 
case. As eBay continues to grow, so does the sale 
of vintage slot machines on their site. For this rea- 
son the results of these auctions are becoming an 
important factor in the overall market of this 
hobby. 

Late in 2003, I decided one of my New Year’s 
resolutions would be to record the sales results of 
every eBay auction for antique slot machines. I 
thought this would give me an accurate view of 
what antique slot machines are selling for on the 
internet. So rather than waiting for January Ist, I 
started on November Ist, 2003. 

Like many resolutions, they seem noble and 
exciting at first, but the interest wanes and they do 
not turn out to be any fun, like dieting. This project 
was different. As I started recording auction results 
on a daily basis, I found it to be enjoyable and 
noticed some very interesting trends. 

I quickly realized there needed to be some way 
to organize and compare all the machines without 
recording the entire auction. I decided to start a 
spreadsheet in Excel by grouping the machines into 
columns by manufacturer, model and denomina- 
tion, condition and price. 

I used a condition scale of | to 5 being a mint 
condition example and 5 being a non working 
machine with major parts missing. With my 
columns set I started recording. I quickly decided 


that I would only record results for auctions that 
actually got a bid and note if the reserve, if any, 
was met. I also only recorded real antique slot 
machines (not the repo War Eagles & Golden 
Nuggets) and no console models. Why no con- 
soles? First, I do not like them. Second, they are 
too big to send using conventional shipping, which 
then skews what people are willing to bid. 

Fast forward to December 31st, 2004 and low 
and behold I did it! So instead of keeping all this 
information to myself I decided to share some of it 
with my fellow COCA members in this and future 
issues. 

So, how many slot machines did sell in that 14 
month span? I must first say that I could have 
missed a few or double counted a couple due to a 
re-listing but my official count is 1,294 machines. 
That’s a little over 92 machines per month and a lit- 
tle over 1100 machines for 2004 alone! Below I 
have listed out a few of the highlights for the last 
14 months. 


¢ Number of Mills: 753 
Most expensive Mills: 
Dewey Upright with Jackpot 5¢ - $15,050.00 
¢ Number of Jennings: 243 
Most expensive Jennings: 
Golf-A-Rola 25¢ - $12,000.00 
¢ Number of Watling: 90 
Most expensive Watling: 
Rol-A-Top with front venders, gold award, skill stops 
S5¢ - $6,000.00 
¢ Number of Pace: 110 
Most expensive Pace: 
Races - $7,200.00 
¢ Number of Buckley: 22 
Most expensive Buckley: 
Bones with Jackpot - $14,950.00 
¢ Number of Caille: 24 
Most expensive Caille: 
Century Upright with Music Box - $15,000.00 
¢ Number of Groetchen: 33 
Most expensive Groetchen: 
Columbia with Gold Plating - $1,000.00 


¢ Most Expensive Machine: 

Mills Dewey with Jackpot Upright - $15,050.00 
¢ Most common Model Listed: Mills Vest Pocket 
¢ Overall Average Price: $1,083.85 
¢ Number that did not hit reserve: 325 - 25% 
¢ Number that sold with “Buy It Now”: 80 - 1% 


There were a number of quite notable machines that 
sold. There were 4 Buckley Bones machines, all selling 
for over $10k. Caille Operator Bell Cast Iron for 
$8,100. (reserve not met). Jennings Buckaroo for 
$6,302. Jennings Golf-A-Rola for $12,000. Mills 
Baseball for $7,200. Mills Checkboy for $6,500. Pace 
Bakers Racers for $6,100. Pace Races $7,200. (reserve 
not met). Set of Roll-A-Tops 1¢ through 50¢ went for 
$15,100. 

Some of the older or harder to find brands also 
appeared in limited numbers, those were: 


¢ Amusement Machine Co. - Little Casino - $3,750.00 

* Bally - Reliance Dice with Jackpot - 5¢ - $14,500.00 

¢ Burtimer - Pony 5¢ - $2,250.00 & $2,047.00 

* C&F - Baby Grand 5¢ - $1,800.00 (ended with a 
“Buy It Now” bid) 

¢ Clawson - Three Jackpot counter Pocket - 
5¢ $3,700.00 (reserve not met) 

¢ Fey - Twin Jackpot Conversion - 10¢ - $1,660.01 

¢ Kenney - Pyramid - 5¢/25¢ - $1,495.00 

¢ Paupa & Holchreim - Columbia 5¢ - $3,700.00 
(reserve not met) 

* Sun - Bicycle - $7,600.00 & $3,350.00 (second with 
new wood case) 

¢ Superior - automatic Salesman Mints of Merit - 5¢ 
$5,600.00 

¢ Vendet - Midget 2 Reel - $1,930.00 


One of my first observations was the number of 
Mills machines listed compared to all the other compa- 
nies. They represented 60% of all the machines sold! 
Rounding out the big 5, Jennings came in second with 
Pace third, Watling fourth and Caille fifth. Granted, 
eBay is not all inclusive of every machine in existence. 
It does however show what is currently being offered on 
the market and what is most readily available for sale in 
the 21st Century. 

The next interesting detail that seems fairly consis- 
tent was the selling price for restored versus un-restored 
machines. In many cases a very good un-restored exam- 
ple would always bring more money than complete 
shiny restored examples. The exceptions to this rule 


were originally shiny machines like the Jennings 
Standard & Sun Chiefs, Pace Chrome Deluxe’s and var- 
ious Mills Chromed machines. 

Another aspect of the market on eBay was the 
strength of slot machines was a bit surprising. With only 
four listings was the always popular Watling Treasury. 
One nickel example with front mint venders in excel- 
lent condition received a high bid of $5,605 (reserve 
met). The seemingly ever present Mills Vest Pocket on 
the other hand had 92 listings with the high coming in 
at $1,524.75 for an example still in the original shipping 
box. 

I know there are a number of people that do not buy 
or sell slot machines on eBay for a variety of reasons. 
While there are reproductions, dishonest sellers, ship- 
ping issues and dealing with emails, really how differ- 
ent is it from going to an auction or buying from an ad 
in a magazine? All of these issues are part of every 
hobby now and both buyers and sellers need to be aware 
of them. 

I have actually talked with many people who never 
considered collecting vintage coin operated machines 
until they happened upon an auction on eBay. As with 
many collecting fields, eBay has opened it up to new 
collectors, which is extremely important for any hobby. 

In the entire history of collecting antique slot 
machines has there ever been a time that 80 - 100 
antique slot machines are available for sale every month 
to anyone? For this reason the sales results on eBay are 
important to the hobby. If not simply to gauge the value 
of machines but also the trends in restorations, popular- 
ity of different models and rarity of some machines. 

Finally I would like to preface this article by saying 
I am not an all knowing or seeing expert on vintage slot 
machines. I do greatly enjoy the hobby and buying/sell- 
ing them. With that experience and a commitment to 
recording the results on eBay I hope to provide you with 
some insight into the trends of the hobby on the internet 
twice a year. I hope to meet many of you at the upcom- 
ing COCA events for 2005. For detailed information on 
specific machines please feel free to visit my website at: 
www.nationsattic.com/coca.htm or contact me directly 
at slots @nationsattic.com 


Good Huntin!, Don Creekmore, Nations Attic. 


If anyone cares to do this with other areas of 
coin-op, please contact Paul Hindin. 


— TALES OF THE HUNT — 


Hosted by Jack Freund 


This issue’s “TALE” comes from Tim Christensen. He lives in “The Show Me State” of Missouri. It ts 
a great story about a great find. In fact, it’s a story of two finds, both of the same machine! Let's name this 


KNOWLEDGE IS MONEY IN THE BANK 


(Please see my footnote at the end of this story). 


I have been a spare time coin-op collector/dealer since the middle 1980’s. I have concentrated on slot 
machines for the most part and like most folks, have grown to appreciate the less common varieties as my 
knowledge has expanded. I attended the Chicago shows and Arrington’s Auctions in Las Vegas regularly 
in the 80’s and have had plenty of help from other collector/dealers around the country. 

I bought my first Jennings golf ball vender in the late 1980’s. I have golfed since I was about 10, so as 
a slot machine collector and golfer, it seemed like one I had to own. At that time, they were running 
between $2000 - $3000, and they were somewhat easier to find than today (even without EBAY!). Well, 
after a few years, I found another machine that I had to have even more than the golf ball machine and I 
traded it away, but that’s another story... 

The years go by...It is now early September 2003. I’m doing a Saturday night “time waster”, checking 
out e-bay slot machine listings. As you e-bay slot-watchers know, most Saturday nights are like watching 
paint dry. Usually very boring, but every now and then there's a good item with a bargain “ buy it now” 
price. If you are lucky enough to be watching at the right time, and lucky enough for the item to be fairly 
represented, then you get a “fantastic find”. That’s what happened to me that night. 

There it was, a Mills golf ball vendor! Listed with a starting price around $5000 and a “buy it now” of 
$7500. There were a couple of photos, but you couldn't see if the mechanism was correct. I e-mailed the 
seller to see if he could supply better pictures. I was sure someone would hit it if I waited much longer. 
The machine was within driving distance, so that helped with the decision. I decided if I went to pick it up 
and it wasn’t correct, I could probably back out of the deal. About 20 minutes after I first saw the listing I 
hit the “buy it now”. 

After making the decision to buy it I traded e-mails and phone conversations with the seller. We agreed 
that I would drive to his place the following weekend with a cashier’s check to cover the transaction and 
pick up the machine. He forwarded me better photos that gave me the confidence that the machine was cor- 
rect. 

The next weekend I drove about 4 hours, paid for and picked up my machine. When I got home I 
unloaded it and gave it a good cleaning. The escalator had a couple of quarters lodged, and the glass was 
broken as if someone tried to pry them out. The reels were set on jackpot. This had to be due to someone 
cleaning out the golf balls when they put the machine in storage. The machine was still set for battery oper- 
ation. The old dry cells were rotting away. I bought a couple 6volt batteries, hooked them up and the pay- 
out worked properly the first time. The machine needed a good cleaning, but all in all it’s in great shape 
and was well cared for ( at least well stored ). 

OK, here’s the real start of the story. The real “fantastic find”. Oh sure, mine was good enough for me 
and good enough for most of us. But the real one is the one you dream about. When I was loading the 
machine up I asked the seller to tell me about the machine. He seemed a little sheepish. He told me he had 
decided he wasn’t going to share his story, but after he met me and after I asked he changed his mind. He 
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made me promise not to tell it immediately, but to let some time pass before I share it. I told him about 
COCA’s fantastic find column and said I would write it up in a year and he asked me to send him a copy. 

The story starts on a Saturday in early September 2003. This guy and his girlfriend were visiting garage 
sales looking for a coffee table. After most of the day, they decided to stop at one last sale. While they did 
the once over, the guy noticed a slot machine half covered in the corner of the garage and not part of the 
sale. The guy had no prior knowledge of slot machines. He asked the garage sale hostess whether she’d sell 
the machine. He thought it would look pretty cool in his office at home. The lady asked how much he'd 
give for it. She was cleaning the garage and could use the space. The guy pulled out a single crisp $5 bill 
and stretched it between the thumb and forefinger of both hands said “how about five bucks”? She thought 
for a minute and said if he could lift it, he could have it for the $5. Needless to say he handed her the money. 

The lady told him what she knew about the machine. It came out of a country club in Kansas City area. 
(Yes, I knew which one, and I’ll pass that on with the machine if I ever part with it). At some point her 
father ended up with the machine when the club got rid if it. She remembered it being at her house and 
playing it since she was a little girl back in the 60’s. 

As soon as the guy got home he started some internet research on the machine. I know you all appreci- 
ate the avenues opened up by the internet. From a zero knowledge base this guy got to about 75% of the 
knowledge level of the average collector in the matter of a couple of hours. He had determined that he had 
something pretty special. I don’t think he could really appreciate how special — I’m guessing less than 5% 
of the surviving machines are consoles and of the surviving consoles around 1% would be golf ball 
machines, so to stumble onto something that unusual and uncommon and to pick it up for $5 is like win- 
ning the lottery or like lightning striking twice. You can argue the percentages all you want — it doesn’t 
change my point. Anyway, this guy got home in mid afternoon and after a couple of hours of research had 
it listed on e-bay the same day — the day I bought it. He turned $5 into $7500 in just a few hours — I'd like 
to hear somebody top that one! Sure, it turned out well for me too. But who wouldn’t trade places with a 
guy that finds something like that, something that wasn’t for sale, for a price that can’t be beat. I would be 
surprised if this “Fantastic Find” doesn’t go down in history as the lowest price ever paid for a Mills golf 
ball vender. 


Footnote: That was a great TALE OF THE HUNT, but listen to this... Another Mills Golf Ball Vendor 
was found in Northern Florida in January of this year. It was sold at a Friday night auction in North 
Carolina. It brought considerably more than the “Buy It Now” price for Tim’s golf ball vender. The photos 
in this article are of the North Carolina Mills Golf Ball Vender. Remember to PRAY FOR MORE STUFF 


Gerald Shearer’s Story of Building a Slot Machine 


I am or was a Knitting Machine Master 
Mechanic. Before I enlisted in the US Infantry, 
where as Sergeant in the mechanical part of 
Ordinance, I was asked to build a slot machine for 
the Officers’ Club. This was in the New Bebrides, 
just before our 27th Division went in for the inva- 
sion of Okinawa. 

I built a machine very similar to the one in the 
pictures. It worked with nickels, but the winnings 
had to be paid by hand. 

When we went to Okinawa, I took the machine 
with me as far as the beach. I left it there when we 
advanced inland. I never saw it again. This was 
about 1945. 

I got a job after the war building knitting 
machines. Later I started my own business and then 
retired in 1996. I built the machine once again, but 
this time I installed a mechanical payout and a jack- 
pot. The pictures will serve to describe the machine 
in more detail. 


Build your own... 


MECHANICAL SKILL-TYPE 
AMUSEMENT MACHINE 


(Value $1000) 
You can build it yourself for $55.00 


from four (4) drawing plans. 
Send $10.00 for first drawing plan (#1) 


A handy guy could build this using only Plan #1 


Drawing #1 
includes a color 
photo of the 
completed 
machine. 
INSIDE & OUTSIDE 


Send to: 
Gerald Shearer 
P.O. Box B4Y 
Toms River, NJ 08/454 


If more information is 
wanted, write for FREE 
DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE 


Description of the series of photos below: 

Note in the front panel you see six pointed posts. 
Counting from right to left (coins trajectory is from 
right to left) the section between post 4 and 5 is the 
winning section. Between | and 2 and 2 and 3 the 
coins are returned. All others you lose. 

The throw-bar is spring-loaded and actuated 
from the right side. By pulling it down and releas- 
ing it, coins will fly in proportion to the distance the 
throw-bar was held down. Winning can be adjusted 
two ways: by closing the distance between the win- 
ning section (post #4 and #5). Also by tightening the 
spring support via the adjustment nut located on top 
and behind the coin receiver slot. Notice that in the 
winning sections (post #4 and #5) the posts are 
pointed the opposite way to favor the house. 

The payout wheel (dispenser) located inside 
holds 11 payouts. You can fill it with 11 different 
amounts. Each section holds up to 15 coins. If you 
want one to hold more, a one inch diameter tube can 
be attached to one section. 

It is a lot of fun to build this home entertainment 
machine, especially the payout mechanism. It was 
constructed so that each section can easily be taken 
out for inspection or adjustments. 


ACMCA Annual Coin-Op Show 
by 


On October 23rd and 24th the ACMCA (Antique coin Machine collector’s Association) held its annual 
Coin-Op show in Arcadia, California. Fortunately my schedule was clear and with no conflicts | decided 
to set up at the show. I brought lots of counter top games and miscellaneous items to the show. Ray and 
Billie Dier did a great job of coordinating the shows set up and gate and should be commended for their 
efforts. They made the dealers feel welcome and always available to handle problems. Although the show 
was not that big it did fill up two nice size rooms. The gate was pretty good considering the size of the 
show and those that did come were buyers. I did very well and met a lot of new California buyers that do 
not routinely attend the Chicagoland Show. I think most of the dealers were pleasantly surprised with the 
show and did well overall. Ira Warren brought some great machines and displays. There seemed to be 
something for everyone. Jack Brink brought lots of parts and was a big hit with the dealers and restorers 
of arcade and slot machines. I would suggest if you are planning a trip to California why not time it to coin- 
cide with the next ACMCA event. For more information on joining or attending the next show please con- 
tact Ray or Billie Dier (562) 430-4394 or e-mail them at Diermanor @charter.net. Please check out the pic- 
tures and see what you missed. 
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CHEWING GUM AND THE MACHINES THAT SOLD IT! 


Cover Story by Roger Smith, Randy Razzoog, Dave Cook, Ken Rubin and Alex Warschaw 


For many decades in the last century, vending 
and chewing gum were virtually synonymous - put 
a penny in a vending machine and you were buying 
gum. Want to buy gum? You would likely get it 
from a vendor, more often then not, found sitting 
on a merchant’s counter. Long before soft drinks 
and bottled water, the bulk of vending sales was 
chewing gum. There were even some brands of 
chewing gum that appear to only have been sold 
through vendors. For many collectors of coin-oper- 
ated machines, this connection has opened the door 
to an interest in chewing gum itself and it is also 
why many coin-op collectors were eagerly await- 
ing Bill Enes’ book on chewing gum. (A book he 
was working on at the time of his death and soon to 
be published by David Cook.) 

The first commercial chewing gum, Curtis and 
Son’s spruce gum, made first in 1848, was sold 
from the countertops of pharmacies. For the next 
40 years, spruce and paraffin gums were sold from 
counter-top display boxes for the simple reason 
that gum vending machines were virtually non- 
existent. While examples of vending, such as the 
honor box that sold tobacco for a penny, did exist, 
it wasn’t until 1888, when vending machines sell- 
ing Adams gum were introduced to the elevated 
railways of New York city that coin-operated vend- 
ing really began to catch on. There were, of course, 
examples of vendors that sold everything from 
cigars to writing paper, but vending, as an industry, 
owes the bulk of its growth to the universal com- 
modity of chewing gum. 

In the case of the popular Adams vendors, we 
know from both history and the physical evidence 
that the vendor was secondary to the gum. Not only 
was the gum first made and widely distributed well 
before the vendors existed, but many examples of 
the counter-top sales boxes and displays are wide- 
ly available. Many of the existent Adams gum 
vending machines carry prominent patent numbers 
that allow us to unravel more of the story. In the 
case of the Adams machines, the patent records 
show the inventor not be be Adams, who was an 
inventor himself, but rather John A. Williams of 
Brooklyn, New York. Now we all know that 
Thomas Adams, Sr. was from Brooklyn, so it might 


employee, but the patent records indicate that the 
patents were assigned to “the Williams Automatic 
Machine company, of Moundsville, West 
Virginia.” We don’t know at this point if the asso- 
ciation between these machines, which prominent- 
ly carry the Adams name, was one of direct corpo- 
rate interaction (subsidiary, contract, other’) or just 
a marriage of convenience - an opportunity to 
make money from a popular brand, just like con- 
temporary ties to trendy brands, current movies, or 
celebrities. 

Another example of chewing gums preceding 
the associated vendors are the popular chewing 
gums made by John Colgan. In Louisville, 
Kentucky, John Colgan, a pharmacist, had been 
selling a chewing gum made from balsam gum 
sweetened with sugar. Hearing of Thomas Adams’ 
success with the chicle base, Colgan decided to 
market a tastier gum. In 1879, Colgan took a gam- 
ble and purchased 1,500 pounds of chicle (the 
smallest amount he could get) and set about blend- 
ing it with the spicy aromatic sap of the Balsam 
Tolu tree, a flavoring base for many cough mix- 
tures. “Colgan’s Taffy-Tolu Chewing Gum - the 
Tolu-Flavored Chew” was an overnight success. 
Despite beautiful advertising designed to create 
brand loyalty, within a year there were more than 
ten other companies making Tolu-flavored gums. 
John Colgan sold his chewing gum from his phar- 
macy but also hit on another scheme that expanded 
his market dramatically - he enlisted an army of 
children who sold his gums from hand baskets car- 
ried on-board streetcars and trains. Like latter day 
paperboys, these diminutive hawkers sold the gum 
on consignment. When Colgan’s gum was sold 
from vendors, they were vendors made by the 
National Vending Machine Company. Here again, 
it is apparent that the bulk of the sales were not by 
way of the machines. 

There are many examples where the relation- 
ship gum and vending machines was the other way 
around - the vendors were the major, if not only, 
point of sales. One of the best-known examples of 
this is the popular line of Pulver vendors. While 
there are references to Pulver stick gum and extant 
examples of these packs survive, far and away the 


be logical that Williams might have been an Adams 1 most commonly found examples of Pulver gums 


are the tab gums vended by the various incarna- 
tions of the Pulver wall vendors. Evolving in form 
and function over many years, the persistence of 
the Pulver line is testimony to the success of the 
vendor and the gum. Each must have been success- 
ful in its own right or neither would have flour- 
ished to the extent that it did. 

It is interesting that the founders of the Pulver 
company were also involved with the earlier 
DiGesto Gum Company (also of Rochester, New 
York.) The Digesto gum made by this company is 
known by advertising and wrapper examples, but 
very few (if not a single) example of the associated 
DiGesto vending machine is known. This would 
appear to be an example of a situation where the 
machine did not catch on, while the gum was suf- 
ficiently successful to have had enough sales that 
examples have survived. 

Another common example of a symbiotic rela- 
tionship between the vendor and the chewing gum 
was Zeno gum. While Zeno vendors must have 
been a significant outlet for the various Zeno chew- 
ing gums, it is also apparent that Zeno chewing 
gums were also widely available in counter-top 
displays for retail sales. Black Zeno strong boxes 
and blue and white Delft decorated tin boxes car- 
rying the Zeno name are staples at flea markets and 
antique shops all over the country. Even in the case 
of the glass skeletal Mansfield vendor, little alu- 
minum gum boxes are common and trade cards 
with the Mansfield name are occasionally found. 

There are examples of where there were essen- 
tially no other outlets for the brand of chewing gum 
other than the associated vendor. These vary from 
the rare Tropico vendor to the more common 
Millard’s, Velvet Mint and Chick-mint vendors. 
There is also an example of where the vendor came 
first and then the chewing gum, and it is one that 
even beginning collectors are familiar with - Ford 
Gum. 

The story goes that, in 1913, Mr. Ford S. Mason, 
a Lockport, New York roofing salesman was look- 
ing for a way to pass the winter months when the 
roofing business came to a halt. Mr. Mason hap- 
pened across a man in the then unusual business of 
operating vending machines for chewing gum. The 
idea was still somewhat novel and Mason sensed 
an opportunity for winter employment. With bor- 
rowed money, he leased 102 machines and put 
them in shops and stores in western New York 


State. Each succeeding winter, Ford Mason would 
| 


return to the vending business and, with more 
experience, he began to realize that penny gum 
vending could be made into a full-time business. 
The gum and vending industry of the time was 
somewhat shaky, with the vendors unreliable and 
the gum of poor quality. He knew if he could offer 
a reliable product then he could have a substantial 
portion of the market. Mason reportedly consulted 
his father, a Baptist minister, about his decision to 
enter the vending business full-time. In 1919, his 
father came up with a design and received a patent 
with Ford (figure 2). It is this design that has 
remained virtually unchanged over the past 85 
years. 

In 1923, after having passed machine serial 
#5000 the year before, the Ford Vending Machine 
Company was incorporated. Through the 1920’s, 
the company produced and sold only vending 
machines of the familiar design. In the early 
1930’s, Mason realized that the poor quality of the 
then existent gum was a major hindrance to sales 
and represented yet another opportunity for his 
company. Working from the basement of the aban- 
doned church in Lockport, Mason spent months 
perfecting the formula for improved flavor and tex- 
ture. In 1934, the company changed its name to 
Ford Gum and Machine Company to reflect the 
new dimension of the business. Since that time, 
Ford gum has been exclusively sold through these 
vending machines. 

Not every gum company ventured into the 
vending business or used vending machines made 
by others to sell their wares. Tin and paste-board 
counter-top displays abound for brands of chewing 
gum that vary from the relatively common brands 
of Fitch’s, Kis-me and Yueta, to the uncommon On 
Time, French Clock, J.R. Watkins, Trauty, The 
Doctor, Jumbo, Florida, and Coney island chewing 
gums. Despite often-beautiful advertising or dis- 
plays, no associated machines carrying these 
brands are currently known. 

What about the role of vending machines as 
advertising vehicles to boost over-the-counter 
sales? Certainly the prominent use of the Adams 
name on their machines, the intricate visible work- 
ings of the Mansfield machine, the globed majesty 
of the Case or L.E. West vendor, or the unique look 
of the Teddy Bear or Niagara vendors attracted 
attention and promoted the brand. What is not 
known is how effective this approach was. In many 
cases, it would appear that this was secondary 


based on the apparent level of sales either already 
occurring (Adams’ and Colgan’s) or the limited 
over-the-counter sales that seemed to have taken 
place (Pulver). It is also apparent that, in at least a 
few cases, these relationships may have been 
opportunistic. An example of this is the fact that the 
same rare dome machine that carries the L.E. West 
name is also found with the Buffalo and Somerville 
names attached to it. 

One specific example of a vending machine (or 
trade stimulator, if you like) specifically designed 
to promote sales of gum was the Adams Five Star 
Ball and Package Gum machine, listed as a 
“Mystery Machine” (#29 in Bill Enes’ Silent 
Salesmen Too, page 208.) This machine was a ven- 
dor with a gambling twist, making it a trade stimu- 
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lator by some reckoning. It vended ball gum, but 
the paper labels found on these unusual machines 
specifically state that they were there to promote 
Adams Five Star Ball and Package Gum. 
Apparently this ploy was not all that effective, 
since few of the machines and even less of the gum 
seems to have survived. 

Whether you are interested in the intricacy of 
coin mechanisms and industrial art, the history of 
an industry that at its peak in the 1920’s had over 
120 different gum manufacturing companies, or 
just like good stories, the connection between 
chewing gum and the machines that vended them 
has something for everyone. 


Roger Smith 
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L.E.WEST GUM Co. 
ROCK ISLAND, ILLS. 


SEND FOR MAMMOTH CATALOGUE OF 
PREMIUMS GIVEN IN EXCHANGE FOR OUM 
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AUCTION NEWS: 


by Sal Mazzeo - Cincinnati, Ohio 


I attended an auction put on by Forsythe Auctioneers on Sunday, November 7, 2004 in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
The auction was held at the Starlite Ballroom, very close to the Ohio River. It was primarily an antique 
mechanical music machine auction, but there were 14 mechanical slot machines there for sale also. It was 
advertised locally and also on Ebay, so there were numerous bidders, in person, on the phone, and on-line. 
Most were nickel slots, except for a 25 cent Bursting Cherry. Except for the castings/cabinet on the Mills 
War Eagle, all were original antique slots, both in restored and unrestored condition. It had been a long time 
since sO many antique mechanical slot machines had been for sale in a Cincinnati auction! Therefore, I had 
to find the time to attend the auction, and it was enjoyable to see so many antique slots for sale at one time. 

Auction prices are listed below. One key point to note for these prices: you have to add 10% buyers pre- 
mium to the amounts listed below, as well as local 7% sales tax unless you had an exemption certificate. 
This makes the prices below not quite as much of a bargain as they might first appear! 


256. Jennings Club Console 257. Mills Bursting Cherry 258. Mills Bursting Cherry 259. Mills High Top 
Chief Slot Machine Brown Front, Slot Machine Brown Front, Slot Machine Slot Machine 
Sold for $2400. Sold for $1100. Sold for $1300. Sold for $1100. 


260. Jennings Duchess 261. Mills High Top 273. Mills High Top 274. Mills Bursting Cherry 
Slot Machine Slot Machine Slot Machine Slot Machine 
Solf for $850. Sold for $900. Sold for $1050. Sold for $1300. 


276. Mills War Eagle 
Slot Machine 
Sold for $1100. 
Reproduction Machine 


275. Pace All Star Comet 
Slot Machine 
Sold for $1000. 
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Call Toll Free (800) 624-8746 (ext. 17) 
or e-mail: rwolfin@textol.com 


RICH WOLFIN 


I am always looking for these as well as 1937 Rock-Ola World Series 
all sports, horseracing themed arcade ) 
machines, dice machines, and all 
unusual animated machines. 


I am a serious seller, trader, and 
buyer of quality machines. 

I will always make a fair offer 

and pay a reasonable price. 


QT Slots Animated Slots 


Basketball Machines 


Golf Ball Slots 


Animated Trade Stimulators 
Vending Machines 


Upright Slot Machines Animated Advertising & Clocks 


Horseracing Machines 
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IRA WARREN ¢ COIN-OPS unc. 


DEALER - COLLECTOR - TRADER 
Email: coinop99@aol.com »« Phone: (888) 340-0228 (leave message) 


From the Outside - Just Another Guest House 


Inside..... 
LA’s Newest Gameroom Arcade 


Sitting Dwarf 
Zing Figure 
Chocolate Vender 
German 
Circa 1901 


fe | | I)\\ 
4 gm 
‘i Nes “itl 


——— 


Mi m rie || 
v= Th } 


Coin-Op Bird 


” 


Mills Check Boy 
Circa 1907 


Reliance Novelty 
Card Machines 
Cast Iron 
Circa 1897 


THIS IS WHAT I BUY...CALL ME 
(888) 340-0228 Toll Free 


Jumbo Success 


Mills Novelty 
Circa 1904 


Restored 
Circa 1904 


Cast Iron 


Electric Sailor 


German 
Circa 1910 


Cast Iron 
Token Pay-Out 
Abel Nav Co. 
French 


chicagoslots.com Tiawaciss 
Quality Oak Slot Machine Stands 
Lowest Prices ANYWHERE! 
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ANTIQUE STAND : 
18”x18”x34” SWIVEL TOP STAND 
ee oe 18”x18”x34” 


DELUXE 
RAISED 
PANEL 
17.5°X17.5"X33.5” 
WIDEBODY STAND 
22"«17.5"x27.5” 
NATIONWIDE 
MUSEMENT / 


LOT MACHINE 


BROKERS INC. (847) 438-5900 


Fax: (847) 438-5959 
Email: slots4you@aol.com 


Alan D. Sax 
3239 RED 
Long Grove, IL 60047 


I’m Always Looking To Buy coin-Operated Machines That Cross My Path: 
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Cast Iron Mutoscopes Dice Machines, Uprights, Cognac Venders and 
and Vending Machines Roulettes and More Other Oddities 
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1889 Photo Booth (Chicago) 1896 Strength Tester (New York) 1893 Planetarium (Chicago) 


Thinking about selling ONE PIECE or an ENTIRE COLLECTION? 
ALLL DEALINGS KEPT CONFIDENTIAL. 


Floor model machines from the 1890s through the 1940s 
are particularly interesting. Wanted: American and 
European Games, Slots, Mutoscopes, and Working Models 


GREG McLEMORE 


(626) 794-5000 x110 


coca@mclemore.com 


Do you collect similar coin-ops? Look for me at the 
Chicagoland show or call me and let’s trade stories. 


Offers may expire or change without notice. Call me. 
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or to order a full color catalog: \~-.. 
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or visit www. richpennauctions.com for current auction information 
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For INFORMATION Leading To 
The Purchase of Either of . 
These Machines! 


SS Senenenanss™ 


$1000 to *4000 REWARD for information leading to the purchase of these 
or ANY other machines. I will buy ONE PIECE or ENTIRE collections. 
“Call me if you're looking for something. I might be able to help.” 


| MEK Y MONG 


") » a> 


ALL DEALINGS KEPT CONFIDENTIAL and even if not , oe 
interested in selling, give me a Call. I like to talk 
about coin-ops and to meet other collectors. 


Cell (616) 450-0967 - Work (800) 613-6865 Ext.0 
Home (616) 977-3318 - Email JGrimwade@aol.com 


CHICAGOLAND 


ANTIQUE ADVERTISING, SLOT-MACHINE & JUKEBOX 


Saturday, S lal OW 


Pinballs 
April 9, 2003 Videos 
10:00am till 5:00pm GS Gumball Machines 
Sunday, Bagge as Country Store Items 
April 10, 2005 Ls 


Beer Signs 
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11:00am till 4:00pm 
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Decor Items 


PREVIEW DAY >) Collectibles 
Friday, ’ Scales 
April 8, 2005 Pedal Cars 
7:00am till 5:00pm | Movie Items 
OS Coke Machines & Signs 


PHEASANT RUN RESORT 
_RT. 64, NORTH AVE:: 2 1/2 MILES WEST OF RT. 59, ST. CHARLES, IL. 
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TILT PROMOTIONS. INC OO 


Show Information Dealer Information mei 
KEVIN & DAWN GRECO Bos & PENNY TRAYNOFF One Admission Covers 
3920 N. Coneflower 38830 Red Oak Terrace, 4 ee 
Coal City, IL 60416 (815) 353-1593 Wadsworth, IL 60083 (847) 244-9263 Both Exhibition Halls 


For Discounted Room Rates Call PHEASANT RUN RESORT: 1-800-999-3319 
www.chicagolandshow.com 


Hersuey GameRoom Exro 


by Jimmy Rosen 


On December 3 thru 5, 2004, the east coast welcomed back the first gameroom show in many years. 
Organized by Jimmy Rosen, owner of the Old Sled Works in Duncannon, PA, the Hershey GameRoom 
Expo was held at the AACA Antique Auto Museum in Hershey, PA. 

More than 70 booths of coin-operated and gameroom items filled this sold-out facility. Over 2500 peo- 
ple visited getting a chance to see the show and the museum. Several COCA members were in attendance, 
both as exhibitors and customers. There was active buying all 3 days with many exhibitors claiming sales 
were above expectations. (One vendor actually sold everything out of his double booth by Saturday after- 
noon!) 

Due to the success of the premier show, Rosen anticipates making it an annual event. For further infor- 
mation, readers are invited to visit www.sledworks.com. 


The Delong’s 
(Johnsonburg, PA) 
and Bill Fannasy 
(Harrisburg, PA) 
are seen among 
Dick’s famous 
carvings in the 
background. 


Many jukes and slots in Bill 
Fannasy’s booth including a 
rare Watling Owl. 


Jeff Moorhead 
(Mocanaqua, PA) 
had a diverse 
selection of vintage 
arcade machines, 
Jukes and kiddie 
rides. 


Back in Time Warehouse 
(charles Town, WV) had a 
beautiful selection of restored 
soda and vending machines 
along with diner furnishings 
and accessories. 


Thanks to Fred and 
Larry Debaugh for 
having a great 
selection of slots. 
(Ask Larry about 
the Caille Ben Hur 
he bought at the 
show from some 
guy who just 
showed up with it in 
the back of his car. 
Great find!) 


A SHOCKING Expose in Coin-Op! 


by John Peterson 


Amazing, isn’t it, how powerful the word 
“shocking” is in the English language? Whenever 
I see the word, I immediately tune in, eagerly 
awaiting some new titillation, like pictures of 
Howard Stern, NUDE! Well, not really. Those 
pictures are already out and “totally disgusting” is 
a more appropriate description. Still, we all like a 
little shock in our lives now and then so, in the spir- 
it of community service, today’s article is about a 
shocking curiosity. 

Photo “A” is a game I 
recently picked up off Ebay. 
The name, “Electra Amuser”’ 
gives a hint as to the func- 
tion. It’s a shocker, to be 
sure, but it’s much more than 
that. Let’s peel back the lay- 
ers and see what this baby 
has to offer. Have a seat but 
for heaven’s sake, don’t 
touch anything! 


Photo “A” 


‘Electra Amuser” is actually a French Allwin, or 


more specifically, a French Allwin reserve. As 
with all gambling products, the designer’s goal is 
to create a machine that looks simple to operate 
and easy to conquer on your way to fame and for- 
tune. Allwins certainly were simple to operate. 
After dropping in your coin, the machine delivered 
one ball for you to shoot around the track. If you 
were fortunate enough to drop into a “win” hole, 
you were rewarded with whatever the machine dis- 
pensed, usually one penny. As time went by, more 
sophisticated Allwins appeared in an effort to dis- 
tinguish themselves from those earlier games and 
capture anew the punter’s coins. One of these new 
features offered was the “reserve.” With an Allwin 
reserve, you start with the traditional one penny- 
one ball format. The excitement kicks in when you 
win. With the turn of the winning knob, you get a 
penny, your original ball plus three new (reserve) 
balls from the reserve “stack” that drop down to sit 
atop the hammer case, ready for duty. Photo “B” is 


Z 


Photo “C” 


Photo “B” 


a shot of the three balls in the reserve stack prior to 
release. (Photo “B” is actually a picture of a dif- 
ferent machine, a German Allwin reserve shown 
for illustration. You cannot see the balls in the 
reserve stack on “Electra Amuser” because of the 
design of the instruction card.) Photo “C” shows 
the reserve balls sitting atop the hammer case, 
ready to join the action. When the reserve balls are 
active, a reserve ball is released into play from the 
top of the hammer case each time you “lose” until 
all balls are lost. After all balls are lost, it’s back to 
the one ball per coin schedule. Anytime you win, 
you Start afresh with the penny reward and all balls 
available. Bottom line, with the Allwin reserve, 
you have the potential of four balls to shoot instead 
of just the single ball with the traditional Allwin. 
What’s not to love about that? Pack your bags, 
Honey! I’m playing an Allwin reserve and after 
I’ve cleaned this baby out, we’re going to the 
Bahamas! 

It is a testament to the skillful design of the 
game that operators could still make money with 
an allwin reserve. Even after giving the player four 
chances, you’re still taking his coins in the long 
run. You're just allowing him to play longer while 
affording him the illusion of easy money. In the 
end, he still goes home with empty pockets! Not 
all that many Allwin reserves were produced and 
they are a decided minority. One reason may be 
because they are more complex machines and 
therefore more expensive to manufacture. I think 
the real reason is the public was satisfied playing 


one ball at a time and as you know, you never give 
the sucker an even break! 

“Electra Amuser” started life as a French Allwin 
reserve. I think it is French due in part to the fair- 
ly elaborate flower spandrels on the playfield. 
French games usually have these very attractive 
designs adorning their machines. The beauty of 
some of their playfields makes many French games 
true works of art. Some American slot machines 
can rival the French when it comes to appealing 
design although in a different style. Our earliest 
cast iron pieces by Mills are nothing short of mag- 
nificent! In my opinion, both the British and 
Germans tended to go with more utilitarian case- 
work and playfield design. Overall, it’s hard to 
beat a French machine for visual appeal. So, if this 
is French, why is it hanging out with the Brits in 
England and what’s with that spare set of knobs on 
the front? 

The British have always been hyper-sensitive to 
games of chance. If it even smelled like a gam- 
bling machine, the authorities were quick to con- 
fiscate and prosecute. The resulting tension 
between the authorities and the operators led to 
some clever sleights of game. Allwins were devel- 
oped in response to the legal restrictions against 
games of chance. Can you see the following 
exchange? “Honest, Officer; this is not a game of 
chance; it is strictly a game of skill. The penny that 
you can win? Why, that’s merely a token of our 
appreciation for your.......... presence. Yes! Your 
kind presence at our humble establishment!” 
Depending upon the mood of the Bobby, that 
explanation may not have had the desired effect. A 
second layer of subterfuge might have been desir- 
able. Enter electricity. 

God Bless Ben Franklin. Were it not for elec- 
tricity, barbecue would take on a whole new mean- 
ing! In the very early days of electricity, people 
were desirous of the sophistication that the new 
“electric” brought to their lives. Thomas Edison 
and his distribution system of electricity for home 
use revolutionized society in ways equal to what 
Henry Ford did to transportation. Electricity was 
fashionable, it was healthful, it was LIFE! 


26 


Together with this fascination came a willingness 
to believe anything and everything about the bene- 
ficial properties of electricity, regardless how silly 
they may seem today. The public rushed to the lat- 
est claim about the healthful properties of getting 
shocked. Electric shock could cure just about any- 
thing, from insomnia to ulcers to cancer. You name 
it and electricity was the answer! A whole field of 
quack medicine sprang up, capitalizing on nature’s 
own healing powers contained between the posi- 
tive and negative terminals. Science eventually 
debunked these charlatans and electricity lost some 
of its luster, but not before the amusement folks got 
in on the action. The most obvious examples were 
the traditional shocking machines. For a small 
price, you could grab hold of the knobs and twist 
your way to serious pain! 

These shocking properties had another benefit: 
diversion. By adding a shocking feature to a game, 
you could argue that the purpose was HEALTH! 
rather than GAMBLING! Now when the local 
constabulary came calling to inquire into the legal- 
ity of the latest wall machine, the operator could 
swear that the patrons were engaged in health 
enhancement. The coin payout remained the 
conundrum in the equation and the electric ruse did 
not convince the authorities for very long. As a 
result, the service life of these combination all- 
win/shockers was rather short and they are fairly 
rare today. 

“Electra Amuser” is one of these rarer games. 
Both France and Germany made many games 
specifically for England. “Electra Amuser”’ is set 
up for the large British penny and I can find no evi- 
dence of alteration to the coin related parts of the 
case so I’m guessing that it was originally pro- 
duced in France for the English market. (One of 
my future articles will showcase foreign games 
made specifically for the English market.) After 
import, some smart operator incorporated a battery 
powered shocking feature to create the game you 
see, “Electra Amuser.” He also added the two 
brass knobs on the front that are necessary for 
administering the jolt. 

When you attempt to incorporate a shocking 


feature to a game of skill, certain problems must be 
overcome. For one, you must design it so that the 
battery is powered only during a portion of the play 
and does not remain energized either before the 
coin is inserted or after the play is complete. To do 
otherwise would drain the battery in short order. 
Secondly, you have to have a design that allows the 
players to bypass the shock feature completely if 
they so choose. An electrical shock may be enter- 
taining to your casual patrons but it’s a liability to 
your regular customers. Examining “Electra 
Amuser” provides some answers. 

Do you find your games in first class condition? 
Am I the only one who unearths games in need of 
serious attention? If I am, then it is a gift for 
almost all the games I find and purchase are in non- 
working status. “Electra Amuser” was no excep- 
tion. Anytime you have a mechanism that has suf- 
fered after-market modification, it’s best to expect 
some surprises. The first thing I found was that the 
shocking mechanism interfered with the coin pay- 
out. Whoever installed the shocker placed it in 
such a position that the proper coin would not drop 
down the slide into the payout cup. In fact, the 
proper size coin could not even fit through the hole 
in the door that leads to the payout cup due to the 
positioning of the shocker. A smaller sized coin 
would fit but would not work the mechanism prop- 
erly. The correct coin was the larger 1D penny. 
How to correct these two problems and make 
”Electra” amusing again? The first solution was to 
toss the existing coin slide and find one that cor- 
rectly carried the 1D penny from the coin tube to 
the payout cup. The second required repositioning 
the shocking mechanism. 

The third and most challenging problem cen- 
tered on the shocker itself and how it would be 
wired. Besides providing an electrical shock, the 
solution would have to perform as described 
above. To make matters worse, the existent wiring 
was incomplete and unconnected which made it 
very interesting for a person of such limited talent: 
me. When faced with these apparently insolvable 
problems, I call on friends or family and make it 
their problem. I know, it’s a weasel’s refuge but it 


ai 


works every time! 

Help this time came in the form of Scott, my 18 
year-old son. To do Scott justice would require 
several chapters which I’m not going to do. 
Suffice to say that he is the family’s self-taught 
genius. We had an inkling when, in the 5th grade, 
he made a “Star Trek” transporter entrance to his 
bedroom, completely self-wired with strobe lights, 
black light, smoke, siren, escape tunnel, touch pad 
LED’s and thumbprint identification. It was 
housed in a seven foot tall wood frame structure 
with plywood and cardboard, about the size of a 
small ice fishing house (we’re in Minnesota, 
remember) and it took a good 5 minutes to follow 
the protocol just to get into his room. Far as I 
know, Dearly Beloved was the only one who was 
ever actually “transported” when she inadvertently 
backed into one of the live wire bundles with the 
monster plugged in. It is a blessing that the boy did 
not burn down our house. After describing my 
problem, Scott solved it rather quickly. Here is 
what he explained. 

When the coin is deposit- Pry 
ed, it drops down the coin pey 


toggle bar. Photo “D” is a 
picture of a coin resting on |W iy 
the toggle bar. This bar is the | ee 
heart of the circuit and acts | 19 
as a switch to turn the power 
on and off. When the coin bc 
rests on the bar, the circuit is Photo “D” 

completed and the two brass knobs on the front of 
the case are “hot.” The toggle bar protrudes 
through the front of the case and is controlled by 
the player. After the player has been electrically 
refreshed, he pushes the toggle to the left allowing 
the coin to continue down the coin slide, breaking 
the circuit and de-powering the battery. From this 
point forward, the game functions as a normal 
Allwin reserve machine. The battery will only 
come on line again with the introduction of anoth- 
er coin. And what about the potential for deliberate 
battery drain? Would it be possible to insert a 
penny and leave it resting on the toggle bar, drain- 


ing the battery while waiting to ambush the next 
innocent person who happened to touch the two 
knobs? Most certainly! The only protection 
against this is greed: do you really want to give up 
your penny and the potential of future winnings for 
the joy of present mischief? Most people would 
say “no.” However, enough would say “yes” to 
make this game economically unsatisfactory over 
the long run. Just like the faulty design of 
“Rainbow Roulette,’ another battery powered 
game destined to fail, (see “This Corndog Won’t 
Hunt,” COCA Times Volume 2, Issue 2, 

July 2002) “Electra Amuser” should have more 
properly been called “Electra Abuser.” The victims 
were the players and operators alike. 


CONCLUSION 


So ends the tale of “Electra Amuser.” I hope 
you were at least amused, if not electrified! Next 
time, I will introduce you to another variation of 
wall game and some very scary clowns who live 
there. Until then, stay tuned and please, don’t 
touch those knobs! 

Want to talk British games and add a little 
excitement to your life? Write me at jp4@char- 
ter.net or call (952) 891-2312. 


INSIDER TIP 


There is a new website in Britain, devoted to 
British coin-operated machines. It has a wealth of 
information and is growing rapidly in content and 
interactivity. If you have any interest in these great 
games, take a look at www.pennymachines.co.uk. 
I promise, you won’t be disappointed! 


C.0.C.A.WEB SITE 


Just a reminder to all....that C.O.C.A. 
has its own web-site. It is maintained by 
member Al Fox and has news regarding 
shows, auction results, and classified ads, as 
well as a question and answer section. 


the address is: 
www.coinopclub.org 
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ConveNnTION SuRvVEy 


We are trying to get feedback on where 
the members would like future conventions. 
Please let us know your feelings. 

They can be e-mailed to Ken Durham at: 
durham@gameroomantiques.com 


. Are you planning to attend this summers 


convention in Los Angeles, July 22-24, 2005? 


. Where would you like to see the 2006 conven- 


tion held? ses in mind we need collectors in 
the location who will open up their houses. 


. Would you be willing to offer your house as a 


place of viewing? 


. Keeping in mind costs involved, would you like 


to see some special event tied into the conven- 
tion, ex: baseball game, casino or? 


. What other activities would you like to see at 


the convention? 


. Make sure you leave your name and phone 


number so we can contact you. 


. Would you be willing to help participate or 


even head up a local convention with the 
National C.O.C.A. group supporting you? 


PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU LEAVE YOUR NAME 


AND PHONE NUMBER SO WE MAY CONTACT 


YOU. ASK ANYBODY WHO CAME TO 
CLEVELAND IF THIS CONVENTION WAS 
NOT GREAT AND WAS WORTH THE 
TIME AND MONEY. 

IT WAS A GREAT EVENT AND 
L.A.SSOUNDS LIKE IT MAY EVEN TOP IT!!! 


Seerreereeet reer err ferrite reer are rio rs 


SLOT SIXTH EDITION! 


MACHINES 


America’s EER = Same best selling book 


Favorite (atl with a new subtitle: 

Gaming (as 44 —— : 

Device BuRean America’s Favorite 
eae Gaming Device” 


and a new price, $35 
plus $7.00 P&H 


Over 31,000 copies cold, 
plus two foreign editions. 
Dealer Discounts 


Marshall Fey (775) 826-2607 e-mail: LibBelBks@aol.com 


2925 W. Moana Lane, Reno, Nv 89509 
For other slot machine books check our web site: 


LibertyBelleReno.com 


Two-Bit Restorations 


Prescott, Arizona 


Rare Slot Machine Prices 
are Skyrocketing! 


Maximize the Value 
of Your [Investment 


For over thirty years, | have been a full time restorer, specializing in museum quality 
restorations of all the finest machines: Bally Reliance, Buckley Bones, Superior Races, Mills 
Dice, Mills Futurity, Caille Center Pull, to name a few. I also specialize in Turn of the Century 
Floor machines (uprights) and Cast Iron Counter Tops. All restorations consist of a complete 
and total tear-down of every part, bead blasting and polishing, rustproofing and reassembly 
with a thorough bench testing. 

All work guaranteed. The interior as well as the outside will look like the day it left the 
factory. You won't be disappointed. Call or email for a quote. 


Jeff Frahm (928) 717-8886 
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twobit@cableone.net 


VENDING GLOBES AND PARTS 
New Globes 


10% Discount on 


Acorn 6, 8,9,11 pound $30 

Advance Small Football $40 12 or More 

Advance Large Football $40 : 

Bluebird Large $55 Mix or Match OK 

Climax 1000 $75 We also have Original Globes available 
Columbus #8 with Star $45 

Columbus #8 No Star $60 . 

Columbus #9 with Star $50 cl ae — 
Columbus #9 No Star oe obes ° Parts * Decals 
Grandbois cylinder $35 ; 

Hamilton $65ea, 2/$100 If you don’t see it—ASK 

Lucky Boy/Bloyd $40 Always buying and selling 

NW 33 Frosted $45ea, 3/$100 

Regal cylinder $35 

Regal pear $40 Contact: 

Shanta te ee + Dan Davids at djdavids@earthlink.net 
Victor cylinder $35 (310) 349-2082 Or 


$35 Phil Cunningham at (818) 845-4964 
29 


Victor square 


SLOT MACHINES TRADE STIMULATORS 


JUKE BOXES 
Coin-Operations 


Paul Hindin 
3712 W. Scenic Ave. 
Mequon, WI 53092 
262-242-3131 or 414-559-9681 
E-mail: Bedvibr8or @ aol.com 


We buy, sell, and trade. 
GUM & PEANUT MACHINES ARCADE MACHINES 


CROW RIVER TRADING Co. 


YOUR SOURCE FOR A.B.T. 


GAMES, PARTS & LITERATURE 
BOUGHT & SOLD 

GAMES RESTORED 

GUNS REPAIRED 


TEL: (888) 596-4992 

FAX: (952) 931-7948 ye 

E-MAIL: INFO@CROWRIVER.COM ®& 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE: WWW.CROWRIVER.COM 
(YOUR GUMBALL & PEANUT MACHINE PARTS SUPERMARKET) 


Email: jogum@msn.com 


SLOTS OF FUN 


BUY - SELL - TRADE 


TOP CASH PRICES PAID FOR SLOT MACHINES 
TRADE STIMULATORS * GUMBALL AND PEANUT MACHINES 
ARCADE GAMES ¢ ANY UNUSUAL COIN OPERATED ITEMS 
PARTS * ANY CONDITION ¢ NAME YOUR PRICE 


JACK FREUND CALL ANYTIME 
P.O. BOX 4 262-642-3655 
Springfield, WI 53176 352-854-9242 


Illinois Antique Slot Machine Company 
SLOT MACHINES WANTED 


ge _ Also old Wurlitzer Juke Boxes, 
WY 2eN Nickelodeons, Music Boxes 
Plus any related devices 


Frank Zygmunt 

630/985-2742 

FAX: 985-5151 ae 
P.O. Box 542 aaa 
Buy & Sell Westmont, IL 60559 Any Condition 
Finders Fee Paid zygm1015@aol.com Paying Cash 


Antique Slots 


QUALITY RESTORATIONS 
BUY - SELL 
SLOT MACHINES 
OLD COIN-OP 

JOHN & KENNA JOSEFFY 

1420 SO. IVY WAY 

DENVER, CO 80224 
johnjoseffy@webtv.net 303-756-5369 


SILENT SALESMEN TOO 
by Bill Enes 
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The Definitive Guide To 
Collectible Vending Machines 


320 Pages * Hardcover 
1,450 Photographs 
32 Pages of Color Photographs 
1,100 Gum and Peanut Vendors 
Vintage Vending Ads 
Patent Date Guide - Index - Free Price Guide 
$44.95 plus $5.00 shipping 
Phone for wholesale prices - (816) 960-4711 
MARY ZERBY, 4109 Warwick #2, 

Kansas City, MO 64111 


SPECIAL DEALER PRICING 


JOHN GIUSTI 
my, =—-128-05 107th AVENUE 
wees RICHMOND HILL, N.Y. 11419 
ee (718) 738-1685 


: COIN MACHINE LOCKS 
SUPPLIED - KEYED - RESTORED 


ALL TYPES OF ANTIQUE LOCKS KEYED 


Brass, Bronze. Aluminum and Zinc Castings 


Ss SUPREME CASTING, INC. 


7901 N. 73RD ST. * MILWAUKEE, W! 63223 


DIANE RAWSK! 
Vice President / Sales 


SLOT MACHINE 

TRADE STIMULATOR 
VENDING, GUMBALL, 
PEANUT MACHINE PARTS 


(414) 355-1490 
FAX (414) 355-2712 
supremecast@core.com 


NEXT [SSUE - SUMMER 2005 


All Classified (tems...FOR SALE Only Received by 
May 23rd 2005, 50 Words or Less will be FREE! 


For more details, contact Paul Hindin at BedVibr80r@aol.com or 262-242-3131 


- CLASSIFIED ADS - 


WANTED: HAVE CASH, WILL TRAVEL. COLLECTOR 
LOOKING TO PURCHASE EARLY VENDING, GUMBALL 
AND PEANUT MACHINES AND UNUSUAL COUNTER- 
TOP MACHINES. ALSO LOOKING TO BUY BASEBALL, 
BASKETBALL AND FOOTBALL COUNTER MACHINES. 
TOP CASH PAID. 

Paul Hindin (262) 242-3131 or (414) 559-9681 

E-mail: BedVibr8o0r @ aol.com 


CIGAR CUTTERS / LIGHTERS and miscellaneous parts 
wanted. Fancy and ornate pieces with advertising desired. 
Randy Razzoog, (616) 453-8044 or 

E-Mail at suhara@ ameritech.net 


WANTED: Help needed on an old “Kentucky Derby Horse 
Race Game.” Wood sides, back and base, glass top, 27" 
wide, 17" deep, 14" high. Nice aluminum casting of horses 
racing around a track. Have some of the aluminum mech- 
anism that holds the ball bearings and throws them to cir- 
cle the track. 

If anyone has knowledge of this game, please call me, as | 
need information on interior castings and coin slide. Will 
buy parts or sell what | have. 

Call: Bill Jones (210) 344-3352. 


Will pay top dollar for - rare and unusual lighter fluid dis- 
pensers. Will purchase American as well as foreign 
machines. 

Call me at: 262-242-3131 or (414) 559-9681 

E-mail at BedVibr80r@ aol.com or 

Send photos and info to: Paul Hindin, 3712 W. Scenic Ave., 
Mequon, WI 53092. 


Collector willing to pay top cash for the following vending 
machines: Climax 10, EE. Jr. Basketball, any Hance 
Machine, Unusual Lighter Fluid Dispensers, Nut House or 
any Unusual Foreign Vendor. 

Paul Hindin - 3712 W. Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092. 
Call (262) 242-3131 or (414) 559-9681 

E-mail: Bedvibr8or @ aol.com 


WANTED: A back door for a Daval Tit-Tat-Toe. 
Call Marshall Fey (775) 826-2607 or 
E-mail: LibBeloks @ aol.com 


WANTED: Name your price! We need a “Zoltan” tape for 
our horoscope machine. An original or reproduction tape 
will work. We can’t sleep at night without hearing Zoltan’s 
voice. 

Call Jim & Merlyn at (828) 877-5800. 


FOR SALE: Replacement back doors for both the short 
case Pulver and the Yellow Zeno machines. Pulver doors, 
$125.00 and Zeno $100.00. Very limited quantity. Free ship- 
ping in U.S. 

Paul Hindin - 3712 W. Scenic Ave., Mequon, Wisconsin 
93092. Phone: (262) 242-3131 or (414) 559-9681 


E-mail: BedVibr80r @ aol.com 4] 


NEED HELP: | have a Mills 5}0cent Roman Head slot with 
jackpot and skill stops. Missing linkage between reel stop 
levers and buttons located on Roman Head. 

Please call: Brett Hart 1 (812) 963-3180. 


AntiqueSlotMachines.Com is ready to welcome you to the 
wonderful world of serious vintage slot machine collecting. | 
am not a parttime dealer. Buy or sell with full confidence. 
Let’s talk! 

Bob Levy, 2802 Centre Street, Pennsauken, 

NJ 08109. (856) 663-2554. 


FOR SALE: Reproduction copies of the following items are 
available: 

1) All paper for the WADDELL BICYCLE WHEEL - $60.00 
per set. 

2) Marquee playfield for PEO & GOTTLIEB countertop 
baseball games - $25.00 each. 

3) E-Z MARQUEES (numbers or baseball) - $8.50 each. All 
prices plus postage. 

Jack Freund, P.O. Box 4, Springfield, WI 53176 or 

E-Mail: jogum@msn.com 


FOR SALE: Beautiful copy of the original Mansfield 
Mirrored Marquee with clip-on attachment. Complete your 
machine and greatly increase the value. Total cost with pri- 
ority shipping and insurance is $199.95. 

Paul Hindin, 3712 West Scenic Avenue Mequon, WI 
53092, Phone: (262) 242-3131 or (414) 559-9681 

E-mail: BedVibr80r@ aol.com 


FOR SALE: 

¢ Challenger by Tropical Trading, Enes Page 183. Very 
nice original condition. Decals excellent, aluminum clean, 
complete with locks and keys. Works fine. Photos avail- 
able. $450. 

¢ Sun-Cast aluminum, Enes Page 88. Excellent condition, 
aluminum bright and very clean. Dispenses five gumballs 
for a nickel. Much nicer than photo in book. Reads “5¢- 
Sun” cast in top. Photos available. Price $125. 

¢ Pulver, short case with clown. Very nice porcelain, print- 
ing on the side (Some touch up on the bottom) inside 
restored. Works great, real good value $700. 

Photos available. 

¢ Bed vibrator - $25., never used. 

All items plus freight. 

Contact Murray Gottlieb: E-mail: madamzita@ aol.com; or 
Phone: Night (718) 520-0758 or day (cell) (917) 930-5924 


FREE TOURS: When in Reno be sure and visit the Liberty 
Belle Collection. Best time for guided tours is to come on a 
Monday or Tuesday night. If inconvenient e-mail Marshall 
Fey at LibBelBks@aol.com and maybe | can arrange to 
meet you there at a time more convenient to you. To view a 
small part of our famous collection visit our website at 
LibertyBelleReno.com. 

Marshall Fey. 


LONG TIME COLLECTOR AND RESTORER SELLING SOME ITEMS YOU MAY WANT! 


¢ 5¢ Watling Roll-A-Top, Twin Mint Vender 
¢ 5¢ Mills Mechanism, Clean, Ready to Go 
¢ 10¢ Mills, “The Mint’, Works Good, Needs Cosmetic 
¢ Mills Factory Work Stand 
¢ Mills Metal Display Stand 
¢ Very Large Inventory of Mills Parts 
¢ Two (2) Colombia Parts Mech 
* Craps Portable Layout Box, Pull Lever and Spin Dice 
* Caille, 6-Way Upright, All Original Machine, Never Restored 
¢ Victor 6-Way Upright, Restored and Owned by Me for 30 years SO i ocooccccege:vesssesstesssessasecsivessvessseen Make Offer 
¢ One (1) Mills Dewey Upright, Original Machine, No Coin Head, Works Very Well Make Offer 
¢ One (1) Mills Jackpot Cabinet, All Emblems, Lionhead Legs, Dog Head Plaques, 
Owl Head Handles, Original Mills Decals, All Carvings, No Coin Head, No Mech 
¢ Shelves of Old Literature, Books, 


Call for Complete List and Prices. 


weer ars | avamurznewae | | lembership Fee: 2005 | 
America’s FBR ew COT MACHINES | ¢ $29.50 for U.S. Residents | 
Gaming ee « _ , | ¢ $50.00 for Overseas | 
Device Hon a i a Americas Favorite | This will include: | 


SIXTH EDIFIONGT ° e 3) 
a wast Pa es Gaming Device 


| 3 Issues of the C.O.C.A. Magazine | 
$35 plus $7.00 P&H | | 


Advertising Costs | 
eeeey 8 Ba | | ¢ Full Page - $200. | 
eee) ers || siz Page - siio 

: : | | ¢ 1/4 Page - $60. 


Service Manuals only $19.95 _ * Business Card - $15. 
Bally Electro-Mechanicals e Paid Ads of 4 Issues or more 


Bally Series E oe | in advance take 10% Discount. 
ne | 
| 
| 
i 


. IGT S-Slot & S-Plus (Only on above SiZéS.) 
Dealer Discounts Available ¢ Classified - 8¢ per word, 


Marshall Fey (775) 826-2607 ri bold ania <0 
email: LibBelBks@aol.com | minimum - 95. 
2925 W. Moana Lane, Reno, NV 89509 Po 


For More Books and 
a Tour of the Liberty 
Belle Collection - Visit 
LibertyBelleReno.com 
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| WANT THE ITEMS PICTURED 
HERE, PLUS MANY MORE. 
CALL ME! 


Any Fortune Tellers, Violanos 


Especially Genco 
ranam T;MPION KNOr,. 
Gypsy Grandma eee eicHT ur 


IMMEDIATE CASH Westin / 
AVAILABLE TODAY. 


Pu 
WES: 


JUKEBOXES FORTUNE TELLERS 

SPEAKERS MILLS PANORAMS 

SLOT MACHINES NICKELODEONS 

REMOTE GEAR MOVING MODELS 

ARCADE ITEMS BAND ORGANS Boxing Games 
PARTS 


LET’S DEAL! PICKUPS AT THE CHICAGO 


SHOW OR ANYWHERE IN THE U.S. 


518-661-5639 
FAX 518-661-5633 
www.nationaljukebox.com 
i Any Unrestored 
Mills Panorams 
or Peep Shows, 
Pieces, Parts, 

or Films 


Any Rock-Ola 
Baseball Games 


All Games 
of Strength 


